
Alexandria Township School District 
Our mission is to build the academic, social/emotional and physical foundation our students need to thrive in high school and 

beyond. 

 
557 County Road 513 
Pittstown, NJ 08867 
(908) 996-6811 
(908) 996-3375 [FAX]             Ronald E. Bolandi, Interim Superintendent 

  
 
June 1, 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Parents, Guardians and Staff, 
 
As we close another week of remote learning, we still have inconsistent guidance from the Department of 
Education on how to handle graduation and the pick-up and drop-off of personal belongings and 
technology/school property. I cannot continue to change my plans every week because the Department of 
Education changes the rules every week. I know how frustrating this is to me and I can only imagine how 
frustrating it is to you. Therefore, we are going to schedule events as we had planned.  We will have a virtual 
graduation ceremony on June 17th and a drive through ceremony on June 18th. You will receive information 
on the logistics next week.  
 
The pick-up and drop-off of personal belongings and technology/school property will be held the week of    
June 22nd to the 26th. Information will be sent to you next week on the time and date to pick-up and drop-off. 
 
The procedures for both graduation and pick-up and drop-off are well defined, and we have to follow the 
Emergency Management guidelines of limited people in one place with masks and minimal contact. The details 
will be explained in the information being sent to you next week.  
 
There have been a number of questions the last few weeks about our plans for remote learning. Here is my 
response to those individuals: 
 
When we were told on March 13th to plan to be out of school for two weeks, we utilized the platforms 
that we had such as Google Classroom, Canvas, Google Docs, See Saw, a strong digital library 
collection and dozens of apps specific to instructional classes. We did not have a Zoom platform in 
place at that time and there was significant controversy about the safety and security of Zoom.   
 
Within two weeks, the teachers added Google Meet, Google Hangouts, and Flip Grid as ways of 
connecting with students face to face to meet and instruct.  Instructional videos have been added to 
the teaching collection and many teachers have recorded lessons for play and replay as it fits into 
home schedules. 
 
When it was determined that we could not reopen in June and the possibility existed of something 
happening next year, we decided to obtain a secure Zoom platform and started to train our staff in the 
use of Zoom with the hope that some staff members would pilot it now. This summer we will expand 
our Zoom platform in anticipation of a possible future need.  Over the summer we will also be 
developing other programs to use that were not in place this school year.  
 
Even though Zoom was not in place, I truly believe the teachers did a remarkable job working with the 
students and parents delivering remote education when very few school districts, if any, in the state 
were prepared. The only districts that had a slight advantage were districts that chose to look at doing 
remote learning during snow days. Del Val, not a K-8, was one of those districts.  We are partnering 
with Del Val now and working with them to strengthen our remote learning platform if we have to do 
this again next year.    
 
 



 
 
This has been an extremely challenging few months for everyone because of the lack of guidance, and the 
change of regulations on a weekly basis has created much of this confusion. We have always developed plans 
and have been proactive in our approach but we are guided by the overwhelming concern of public 
safety. We will continue to try to do what benefits all students the best we can in these uncharted waters of 
remote learning. 
 
In other business, the Board of Education has narrowed its search for a Superintendent down to two 
candidates. These two candidates will continue to be vetted by the Board of Education, Staff and Community 
members with the hope of making a final decision by the end of June.  
 
Thank you for your continued patience and cooperation.  These are tough times for all of us. Please stay safe 
and well. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ronald E. Bolandi 

 
Ronald E. Bolandi, Interim Superintendent
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